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May Rajesh Didiya Live on Forever!
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Rajesh Didiya was a tireless and selfless warrior in Nepal’s fight against HIV/AIDS and drug abuse. He
was dedicated his life to prevention, care, treatment, and rehabilitation for people affected by these
issues.

Born and raised in Bhaktapur, Rajesh became a leading activist and spokesperson in the fields of
HIV/AIDS awareness and drug addiction recovery. He was international researcher and human rights
advocate as well.
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As an international research activist, Rajesh Didiya was recently working as a Participating Investigator

from Suruwat organization in collaboration with the Research Institute of the Health Centre under
McGill University in Canada. He was engaged in Nepal’s first study focusing on the sexual and
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reproductive health and rights (SRHR) of HIV-positive Indigenous women and adolescent girls, covering
22 districts across all seven provinces of the country.

Tragically, Rajesh passed away on August 22 (Bhadra 6). He was not only the founder and executive
director of Suruwat, but also serving as the Co-Coordinator of the Global Core Committee for the SRHR
program.
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After personally experiencing discrimination, stigma, and social exclusion due to his drug use and
subsequent HIV infection and witnessing the pain and suffering it brought to his own family and
children, Rajesh Didiya came to a deep realization. He not only transformed his own life but made a firm
commitmentto ensure that otheryoung people would notfall into the same traps of drug addiction and
HIV infection. With this strongresolve, he broughttogetherpeople living with HIV and former drug users
and, founded an organization Suruwat in 2007.

Before formally establishing Suruwat, Rajesh began his journey in 2005 as a Care and Support
Coordinator at Youth Vision (YV) till 2018.
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As the founder of Suruwat, Rajesh Didiya took on various roles within the organization as needed,
including serving as Chairperson, General Secretary, Treasurer, Board Member and General Member.
Representing Suruwat, he was elected as the National President of the National Association of HIV and



https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/

Suruwat

Friends For Change

AIDS in Nepal (NAP+N) for one term from 2019 to 2022. Prior to that, he had served as the Secretary of
NAP+N from 2016 to 2018.
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Rajesh also served as a Board Member of Recovering Nepal (RN) and was actively involved in the 7B
Network and also, he held the position of Vice President at the international organization IGUWA.
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Dedicating his entire youth age to the fight against HIV/AIDS and drug addiction, Rajesh Didiya worked
on the frontlines as an outreach worker and peer educator, reaching the grassroots level of
communities. He tirelessly advocated for the livelihoods, rehabilitation, skill development, and
economic empowerment of people living with HIV and those recovering from drug use, always fighting
for their rights and dignity. In recognition and deep appreciation of his remarkable legacy, Suruwat
organized a memorial tribute on September 6 (Bhadra 21).
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At the program, late Rajesh Didiya's photo was honored with flower tributes and candle lighting
by his wife, children, uncle, brothers, and other family members including team of Suruwat, his
colleagues, well-wishers, and supporters.
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At the program, Suruwat's Treasurer, Ishwor Kaji Khaiju, emphasized that the untimely and
unimaginable loss of Rajesh Didiya was not only a loss for Bhaktapur and Nepal, but for the global
movementin HIV/AIDS and drug addiction advocacy. Recognizing Rajesh’simmense contributionsto the
community, Treasurer Khaiju called on all stakeholders to unite and carry forward the mission he
championed.

Similarly, Vice Chairperson and newly appointed Executive Director of Suruwat, Surendra Bajracharya,
expressed a firm commitment to advancing the organization and its various projects with renewed
strength and dedication, building on the foundation laid by Rajesh Didiya’s visionary leadership.

fufsan - sieiaT Gaersea
- o:o4 3R o:3¢ W

TR GTZGT R T BTH TR | T ¢ -9 T G BTH S | BTH T3 HHH F61T &
PV RIBIGTHTB) ) | HGE BT 717 43 T &R RGBT THAT | SRTRTREG T B9
/e 5T 277 G RIGTI 2T %] | FTGRITHT H979] BT 7T 47 Gl RT3 7441 |
FEIGT AT N TR BT I



https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/

Suruwat

Friends For Change

"I worked with Rajesh for many years, almost 18 to 19 years. During that time, he
provided good mentorship to us. He supported me on how to work effectively, how to
move forward with family responsibilities, and how to navigate roles within
organizations. | have many memories with him that | will always appreciate."
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“When Rajesh was with us, | received a lot of supportduring my work. But now that he is
nolonger here, we face the challenge of leading the organization and managing projects
without him. We will work even harder than before, putting in more effort as a team to
carry forward everything Rajesh taught us and to take the organization to greater
heights.”
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At the program, Deepak Dhungel, former National Director of AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) Nepal,
shared his experience of working with Rajesh Didiya, describing him as one of the most selfless and
innocent persons he had evermetin the HIV/AIDS field. Deepak emotionally expressed his disbelief and

grief by questioning to fate, saying that even if God had to take his owns life, why did it have to be
Rajesh’s, and he made to all deeply heartbroken.
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In Nepal, Rajesh Didiya made significant contributions to the fields of HIV, drug addiction, community
development, especially empowerment, and later in research as well. Reflecting on the way Suruwat
contributed and how his family supported him, it feels that Rajesh left us a little too soon. | am 60 years
of age, if anyone hadto go, it could have been me. But why him? Why Rajesh? These questions come to
my mind as well. He emphasized that the responsibility to complete Rajesh’s mission now rests on our
shoulders and recalled an impactful personality that Rajesh was.

fufsa - SiUsh gaeTgeas! aifir
- 1w efF e T™

THIAH GTHI G5 435 THRIED §1 | FEI6 TRSB] TNIGTT S/aT 57 811 QT
| 3G GRITHT SGH] GEATTH T Yo Yok Teb1d 17 Saar urg | 77 HHHT I)
LT B! Pl AT A1) P HIe q@H] AT T B! AT 17 36T oTrorsr
fRfeTr §78=4a1 | GEi®! ANTRTHE @Ige I3 |
TETTH BT TRl He TRE] ggad dg/%«»qb? TR/ TEIIT gt | 57t et
YFTGH] TTH 5187 GUHRBT RN G5 Yo GpHdesel G e GIv | FHeed
SIS T ¥ %D TIGTHE] BRU FEI6 6] HIFTHT T TNTHT aref
FINETHTB & |



https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/
https://suruwat.org.np/

Suruwat

Friends For Change

Overall, we have to think positively. We must carry forward the mission and
contributions he made. | had multiple opportunities to collaborate with Suruwat as an
organization. Throughout this work, if | ever met anyone in this field who was truly
selfless and honest, it was Rajesh Didiya. | salute his contributions.

While working at AHF, the initiatives I led helped support his organization. Because of
this, not only in Bhaktapur but across the country, people living with HIV were able to
learn skills to support themselves. They may not know Rajesh personally, but due to his
contribution, they are living with dignity and pride.
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Lots of things have accomplished. It’s like touching an elephant and trying to guess
what an elephantis like, we know the limitlessness of Rajesh Didiya’s personality. From
my experience, he was truly selfless and dedicated to empowering the community
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Colleagues of Rajesh and former Secretary of the National Federation of HIV and AIDS Nepal (NAP+N),
Rabin Tamang said that Rjesh was the right leadership in HIV/AIDS and drug abuse sector.
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| served as the Secretary of the National Federation of HIV and AIDS Nepal for one term
under the leadership of Rajesh. | knew him as a true leader and a person who provided
clear direction in this field. He was very determined by nature. Once he set a goal or
made a decision, he would not be easily swayed, regardless of whether the
circumstances led to success or failure.
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Rajesh contributions were not limited to Bhaktapur alone, nor just to Kathmandu

district. His work and impact have been highly appreciated by organizations across
Nepal and at the international level.
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Shankar Basnet, former Coordinator of the District AIDS Coordination Committee (DAC) under the
Bhaktapur District Development Committee said that ART service is Bhaktapur was started in the
initiation of Rajesh Didya.
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Rajesh also played a leading role in the DAC. | have personally witnessed his contributions from

establishing the ART centerin Bhaktapurto ensuring medicines were delivered door-to-door, providing
free treatment to patients.
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Coordinator Basnet expressed pride in seeing Rajesh Didiya, a common person from Bhaktapur, succeed
in becoming an international researcher.
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Since the creation of the world, billions of people have passed away, but only about 15,000 to 20,000
leave behind a lasting name. By founding Suruwat and playing such a vital role in HIV/AIDS and drug
control efforts in Bhaktapur, Rajesh’s contributions will surely be recognized and remembered.
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Rajan KC, colleague of Rajesh shared, working closely with Rajesh as part of the same team since
2005/06, sharing a brotherly bond throughout their collaboration.
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My journey of acquaintance with Rajesh Didiya began together around 2005/06, working as brothers on
the same team. We wentthrough many bitter and sweet days and worked very hard to reach where we
are today. It was during our time together that Suruwat was born.
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Similarly, Dr. Sangam Khaiju, director of Indepth/ Media Creations, remembered Rajesh as a
straightforward and honest person who always matured his plans carefully. He would prepare both Plan
A and Plan B for any project and was committed to seeing it through to success before moving on.
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He had a straightforward and confident nature. Once he made a decision, he already had a clear plan on
how to implement it. He was known for preparing mature plans, something we all can learn from. He
emphasized that whatever we do, we must plan ahead with both Plan A and Plan B, and by following
this approach, success can be achieved. He is here due to this working style.
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He added that the responsibility to realize the vision and mission started by Rajesh Didiya, now rests
with all of us, and Indepth Media Creations is committed to supporting and collaborating in making that
mission a success.
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Although his physical bodyis nolonger with us, he continues to be present among us. We will unite and

work systematically to carry forward his guidance, fulfill the dreams he envisioned, and successfully
implement the plans he created.
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Similarly, Suruwat ’s auditor, Surendra Haada, highlighted that Rajesh Didiya has already achieved
immortality through his actions and contributions. He shared that whenever they met and talked, their
discussions always focused on how to protect the lives of people living with HIV and those struggling
with drug addiction, and how to work for their well-being.
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HE also noted that Rajesh had recently expressed concerns about the national and international
situation, emphasizing that it had become more challenging for people living with HIV, those affected by
drug addiction, and the community at large.
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Whenever we talked, Rajesh never spoke just about himself, he always spoke about the
community as well. He was deeply concerned about the lives of people living with HIV
and those struggling with drug addiction, knowing how hard it was for them to get
enough food and basic necessities. He would often say, “lam working on this and that to
support them.”
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Even just four days before he passed away, we had a conversation. He shared that the
country was going through changes, including shifts in policies meant to support us, and
expressed his frustration about how these changes were creating difficulties.
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People do everything to ensure their identity lasts even after they are gone. | say that Rajesh easily
made a name for himself. After all, everyone born must eventually pass away. But through his work in
Bhaktapurand across Nepal, Rajesh has achieved immortality. There are very few who do not recognize
the name Rajesh.
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During the memorial program, Anup Adhikari, Program Officer of Suruwat also provided information
aboutthe ongoing projects at the organization initiated by Rajesh. Amoment of silence was observed in
memory of the late Rajesh Didiya.

REST In PEACE RAJESH
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